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TRY TO TRY. 

Tne question, what first disposes, and enables man. to seek re 

‘ion, has been the occasion of much controversy in the christian 
world, for several certuries.. Some contend that his natural pow- 

rs are so perfect by nature, that he can render to his Maker ac- 
ceptable service at pleasure. Others believe that he canas easi 
ly remove mountains as do any thing good, before he is irresista- 
bly moved by the Hoi:y Ghost. Athird class occupy a happy 
medium, by which they avoid dangerous extremes and fatal 
errors. 

That man possesses the power of volition and action, as he 
possesses the power of muscular motion, must be admitted by all 
consistent ‘Metaphysicians; nevertheless, the mere power to act, 
without disposing causes, will never secure action. Animals are 
disposed by insiinet, appelife, &c. Mankind are not only suscepta- 
ble of impu)se by instinct, and appetite; but passion also. He is 
likewise the subject of divine influence. His conscience is the 
recepticle of gracious communications, by which his mind is dis- 
posed to cxamine into thé’nature and necessity of religion, and 
this enquiry, if properly parsued, will jead to favourable results. 

The great difficulty supposed to exist in the way of man’s sal- 
vation, is the want ofa disposition to seek after it. IL would 
seek it, says one, but I cant fee/ like trying, and were I to make an 
effort without this disposition, it would be an insult to the Deity, 
and would avail nothing. Tusuch an one we wouid say: God 
will never be offended at his creatures for trying to please him; 
and, If you do not feel as you would wish, fry to interest your 
minds inthe work. But, says one, I cant try We answer, (ry to 
try. We will illustrate our meaning by the experience sr ung 
man with whom we are well acquainted. He began o fillect 
upon the propriety ofsecking religion, but could not feet con- 
cerned about i it, as he supposed he should, and was for sometime 
prevented. He finally concluded, however, that he would fry. 
[is heart was hard. andhis whole course had been wicked. He 
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determinca wot (o pray, but toretire every day into some seques 
tered place, and spend some time in reflecting upon his past com 
luct, and meditating on his present condition. He accordingly 
adopted tnis course, and persued it several days. He finally 
conversed with bimself in the following manner, whatam I here 
for? What am Idoimg? And whatshalil do? Mis heart melted, 
uis eyes ran down with tears, and he f if an impulse of anuttera- 
ble grief, whichvenabled hiuy to pea. with an aucable voice, “O 
Lord, have mereyon me!” ile soon began to pray in earnest, 

notlong afterwards obiained an evidencethat his sins were for- 
siven, through the meviis of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is now 
a mseful itinerant minister of the Gespel, inthe bounds of the 
lfolston Conference. 

Should any person, like him be judementally convinced of the 
truth and importance of religion, and yet cant feel concerned about 
it, let hima try and if he can only lvy fo fry, ie: bim make an ef. 
fort. His all’s at stake, and if he dont take care, his soul will 
be lost. 





THE NECESSITY OF CERTAINTY IN MAT 
TERS OF RELIGION. 

Were I a lonely traveller in a wilderness country, far from the 
home of my friends, in the midst of ravenous beasts, and savage 
men of war, making my way through dreary swamps,and ove: 
mountains high, to the bosom of my relations, and the home of 
my youth, how anxious would] be to know the often forking path, 
along which I’d make my quickning suides, even that which 
soon would take me tothe objects of my ardent hopes! T ama 
traveller—A sojourner ina Strange land;—l am travelling from 
time to eternity. Lam journeying tojoys above, or flames below! 
‘Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way that leadeth to life, 
and few there be that find i becausewide isahe gate, and broad 
is the way that leadeth to destruction,and many go in thereat.” 
Am I among the few, waiking in the Marrow wav to life?’ Or am 
{ going with the crowd, to darkness herrible, and woes eternal? 
How important the answer! Can I know to which class I be- 
long? World that Being who has given to his creatures so many 
marks of his kindness, refuse those signsor tokens, by, which 
they may decide this momentous question? Certainly he would 
not. His word, as well as his charac/er, speaks plainly on this 
subject. This blessed Book, says“ The secret of the Lord is 
with them that fear him.” “Then shall-ye Anew, (if ye follow on 
to know,) the Lord.” “If ye do the will of my father, ye shall 
know of the doctrine,” kc, “We know that we have passed 
‘rom death anto life, by the spirit which he hath given unto us.” 
‘He thatis born of God, hath the witness in himself”? “The 
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spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the chil 
dren of God.” “By this we know that we have passed from 
death upto life, because we love the brethren.” If it be our priv- 
ilege to Anow we are in the way to heaven, of how much happiness 
do we deprive ourselves, when we live without that knowledge? 
Why should we close oureyes, and live as with “clouds, shad- 
ows, and darkness,” around us, inthe midst of the glory and 
rightness of noon! Let us arise from our slumber, open our 
eyes to the lirht,and foliow on the path of the righteous, which 
shines brighter, and brighter unto the a rfect day;”” and soon the 





ord. ot the Lord shall suine upon us,” and we “shall walk in the 
rht of hts countenance. 
‘ gy 
CHARITY, 
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Penuaps there is not a term inthe Bible more commonly 
bused than charity. “Fhe man whose conduct stands in direct op- 
position to the Divine Law; pleads palliation for his conduct, on 
the ground of charity.—So with him whose principles are inimi- 
cal to the doctrines of the gospel. Are his errors exposed? He 
‘ries out, “uncharitable abuse,” and thusit happens, that he who 
pedly defends the truth, is toe frequently branded with opprobrig 
‘us epithets and denounced as a disturber of the common peace. 

\nd so extensively operative is this false notion of christian cha 

‘ity, that errors poisonous as death and fatal as destruction, are 
spreading through the land, and,in some places, threatening the 
vital interests of society. 











For the Messenger. 

Mr. Enrror: 

I take the liberty of sending you for insertion in your paper, 
ihe closing paragraph of a Sermon, delivered some years since, 
in the City of New York, by the Rey. Mr. John Summerfield. It 
was taken down in short-hand by a gentleman, from the spea- 
ker’s lips, while he was delivering it. After he had concluded 
his sermon, he turned most affectionately to his audience, and 
addressed them in the following languare, ‘Yes, verily the 
time is fast approaching, when the Unive. sal Ruler will ascend his 
white throne, and with his deep-ton’d trumpet, cal! his tuteiligen- 
ces to his bar; there in the face of assembled worlds, he will for- 
ever fix the doom of Angels and of men! The virtuous will be 
approbated and led in triumph amids: surrounding millions into 
the superb paleces of God In those royal, effuleent and ineffa- 
ble abodes, they wil! bask in realms of transcendant glory, through 
the vast succession of eterna! aves! While the wicked will be 
banished the presence of their Judge, consigned to racking pain, 
ndiscribable torture, where the bursting storms and furtous thun 
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ders of an Almighty incensed God, shall»perpetually beat they, 
down to the flaming centre of the burning orb!!! My _ brethren, 
let us lay aside all our prejudices and come candidly to the foot 
of the bleeding cross of the crucified, and devoutly pray him, so 
to instruct us by his blessed spirit, that we may receive the truth 
in all its various parts, and finally participate eternal salvation in 
the Kingdom of God.” 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 

The cause of the Redeemer is still progressing among the hea- 
hen, and hitherto destitute sections of country. The following 
extract from a letter of the Rev. Wm. Case to one of the pub. 
lishers of Zion’s Herald, contains some interesting news, and we 
present it to our readers. 

“The Chipeways, who were converted at the Grand river, now 
reside at the river Credit, where twenty comfortable houses have 
been provided for them by the kindness of the governor. With 
the exception of a few families, the whole tribe have embraced 
Christianity, including the two chiefs. The whole number of 
souls isabout one hundred and eighty: the society one bundred 
agd ten; the school between thirty and forty: the sabbath school 
between forty and fifty children. In November I heard eleven of 
the children read intelligibly inthe New Testament. At this 
establishment are to be seen the effects of Christianity on thi 
manners of a rude and barbarous people. Here are industry, ci 
vilization, growing intelligence, peace and grace. And those who 
have witnessed the change have expressed their persuasions, that 
this new nation of Christians enjoys a sum of religious and earth 
ly felicity which is not always found in civilized societies of lon 
ger standing and greater advantages. How great the change! 
A nation of wandering, idle drunkards, destitute of almost cvery 
comfort of life, have,in the course of twenty months, through the 
influence of Christianity, become a yirtuous, industrious, and 
happy people! All praise to Him wha changes the heart by the 
power of his grace, and who gives to his people by the same Spi 
rit, to delight in the work of enlightning the heathen! 

The conversion of the tribe in the vicinity of Bellville, is as re- 
markable as those at the river Credit. Ten months ago, these 
were the same unhappy sottish drunkards. They are now, with- 
out any exception in the whole wibe, a reformed and religious 
community. They number about one hundred and thirty souls, 
and the society embraces every adult, of about ninety persons. 
We have now been engaged four days in acourse of instruction, 
to about one hundred in the chapel in this place, during which 
time they have made considerable improvement in singing, and « 
farther knowledge of Christianity. By the aid of the interpré 
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ters, Wm. Beaver, and Jacob Peter, the congregation is taught 
to memorize the commandments, the Lord’s prayer, and othe: 
portions of the Scriptures, which have been translated into the 
Chipeway. heinterpreter pronounces a sentence in the Indian, 
when the whole assembly together repeat it after him. This me- 

thod of instruction was commenced lastfallon Grape Island, 
with about one half of the tribe, (the others being gone to thei: 

hunting in the north,) and it succeeded so well, that now, on the 
return of the hunters, we proceeded to teach the remainder of the 
tribe fy the same way. During the exercises yesterday they were 
much affected while we proceeded to explain, the ten com- 
mandments. At theconclusion of each,we applied the subject 
thus,—" Now brothers, you see you have broken this law, and be 

ing guilty, how will youstand before your offended Judge?” By 
this time we had concluded the exposition, sobs and groans 
were heard through the assembly; and we proceeded, “Now bro- 
thers and sisters, you have sinned,and you have no goodness to 
plead. But you ave sorry for your sins. Yet where will you go 
for relief? I will tell you, brothers, thereis but one path for yonr 
feet, but one wigwam that can defend you from the storm: Jesus 
Christ is asrronc rock to defend you,—run to him; He loves 
you, for he died for you; and your Great Father receives you, and 
forgives all your sins; because his beloved Son died for you, and 
now pleads for you; yes, He gives youhis Holy Spirit to comfort 
your hearts; & toassure you that your sins areforgiven.” The effects 
of these truths on their hearts reminded us of the days, & the cir- 
cumstances, when the Gentiles received the news of salvation, thro’ 
ihe sufferings of Jesus Christ; for they seemed no longer 
able to contain their joy, and they broke forth in expressions of 
praise and gratitude to God for what the Lord had done for them. 
(during these exercises one soul obtained peace, who had been 
mourning for several months. Twelve were baptized yesterday, 
cen of whom came down from Rice Lake for the purpose. These 
last were converted at the Conference in New-Castle district last 
September. * 

This people at this season are generally engaged in their hunt- 
ing excursions, but wherever they travel or pitch their tents, 
they engage regularly in family prayer three times in the day. 
And besides, they do not fail to recommend religion to others of 
their wandering brethren, and that too with a zeal and fervor that 
seldom fails of success. In several instances we have ascertain- 
ed, that natives have been converted by the labours of the 
Christian Indians, who had never heard a sermon, or attended an 
English meeting. In our next communication, which will detail 
the conversion ofanother tribe on the borders of Rice Lake, we 
shall be more minute on this subject. 

The Bellville tribe willrenew their labours in. the spring on 
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Grape Island in Bay Quinty, and here under the superintendenc: 
of a house carpenter, they will proceed to build their own houses 
A school house is afready partly built forthe double purpose of 
schools and meetingsyand will, it is hoped, be prepared for the 
school by the 15th of May, Confiding tn the liberality of gener 
ous Christian people, we venture to go forward in a work which 
the Saviour bas commanded, and in which the angels in heayen 
rejoice Very respectfully yours, 


W. CASE, 


Death a blessing to good men. 

Why so much complaint of death? It ts true, it is the fruit of 
sin, for by sin came death into the world; but it is also true that 
it isthe finisher of sin tothe godly, for by death.sin shall be 
cast out for ever. Sin, conveyed tous in our conception, is so in- 
terwoven with the human frame, that the tie must be dissolved 
betwixt the soul and body, before afull and final separation can 
take place between the soul and sin. WhotHen would fear the 
furnace that is only to consume the dross, that the gold may come 
forth without alloy? What candidate for heaven would be avers: 
to lay down mortality; in order to take up immortality; to put of) 
this corruptible, in order to put on incorruption? to bave his bo- 
dy sown in dishonour, in order to be raised in honour and glory: 
and to have the soul dislodged from his body, that sin might be 
dislodged from’ his soul! Why, then, should I be displeased a: 
such a glorious exchange? To lay down frail flesh, feeble nature, 
all my lusts and passions, occasions and temptations to sin, 
my infirmities and imperfections, and to be clothed with pe: 
fect beauty and eternal glory, might rather transport than per- 
plex me. Wherefore tremble at the ghastly gloom, that shall 
beam into a boundless noon? or stertle at the dark step that 
shali usher me into eternal day? If my separation for afew years 
from my friends, issue in uninterrupted communion with God, 
is not the change most happy? If my distant views and dim 
glances of the land afar off, and the King in his beauty, pass 
away, that the nearest approaches, most steady views, and 
brightest visions, may eternally take place, am not I a gainer 
to the highest degree? Then Lord, take away the sting of death 
and at thy appointed time through faith, Ishall fly into his 

rms, not dismayed at his cold embrace, burning with an heav- 
enly desire to be for ever with the Lord; which is far better thar 
all the happiness of crowns and thrones below. 


From Zion’s Herald. 
Sin.—Believing the following address, by the lale 
Rev. Zenas Caldwell, principle of the “Maine Wes 





leyau Seininary,” to his pupils; Will be inieresiing te 
ihe Christian public , aud particularly to his friends; and 
being de#tous to preserve the last literary production 
of that worthy mau,—lI take the liberty to forward it to 
you for publication i in **Zion’s Herald.” 
EK. CLARK. 
Wilton March, 1827. 


ADDRESS 
BY TIE REV. Z. CALDWELL, A. B. 

My Dear Pupils,—When it was decided by provi- 
dence that my labors and pleasures among you must 
cease, L had appointed an hour in which to address 
you briefly, and take an affectionate leave of you. But 
of this privilege Heaven seemed willing to deprive me. 
J was prevented, (as you kuow) by the opening ofa 
scene Which threw every carthly prospect distant, and 
made me feel the value of an anchor cast in heaven. I 
now take apen in my trembling hand, hopeine to be able 
to communicate to you a few, at least, of my sentiments: 
hut must anticipate your indulgence for my imbecility 
both of body and mind. And now for myself. Many 
of you have been acquainted with me in other days, 
when the enjoyment of the present was agreeable, and 
the prospect of the future cheering. Perhaps some of 
you may enquire how it was with your friend, when 
the shades of earthly misfortune gathered around him, 
till hut afew scattering beams of light cheered the 
gloom. f may say that poor nature. truly trembled 
and would have retired from what seemed so much like 
her hasty dissolution. But? did not for a moment for- 
getthatit was devised in heaven by my best friend, 
who does all things well. Hence no corroding fear 
has chilled my breast. I have firmly believed that 
some good end will be answered and have therefore 
constantly looked for brighter scenes about to issue in 
earth, or in heaven. My sickness has already learned 
me some uscful lessons: I have proved imsome@ mea 
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sure how comparatively trifling are hodily safferings, - 

But the mind Seems created to be eternally more and 
more powerful to sufler or enjoy. Whate® destiny 
may await my Poor body, let my spirit be pure. and 
fitted for immortal pleasure. [have also seen those prin 

ciples of real benevolence, W hich | have endeavoured 
with so mu¢ hy pleasure to inculcate to your minds, em) 

nently exemplified in your conduet toume. Your affe; 

tion was proved by labors unremilted, though unreward 
ed. ‘This sympathy of soul would infuse a glow of joy 
into the heart of a sufferer, and teaches me that the plea 
sure of sickness are no paradox. But the most painful 
lesson L have learned is that the hand of providence 
often touches the soul’s most tender:sensibilities. If ] 
had been permitted to enjoy the term with you in health, 
L think my pleasures would have been mere than com 
monty fall to the lotof men. J had united labor plea 
sure and pronounced, 

‘Absence of action is distress.”’ 

My highest delight bas been to speak to listening 
hearers of the glory of the gospel of God. But my 
strength is prostrate, my pen is almost useless, and my 
vaice at present sealed in silence, and [ have an exam 
rte of what L would have deprecated, ‘necessary inac 
‘jviiy—In fine [I seem as thrown aside, among 4), 
world’s worn out machinery—But all is well. Poy 
hoppy wonld 1 be to live and dead the way for myriads 
of av fellows, from the plough to walk inthe paths of 
science, to climb the steep of eminence, and drink from 
the sublime fountain of intellectual enjoyment. Happy 
to lead thensands of the daughters of science back to 
axes remote where they may study in the original, ply 
the sources of the sublime philosophy of Plato and 
Serrates, or go on with Newton through his systems of 
worlds, tilltheiry minds, assuming angelic wings, shal! 
soup with "piercing eve “through nature up to nature’s 
Gol.” Sul happier if L could take my trumpet and 
go upon the walls of Zion. Dhis may be my privilege 
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The prayers of the pious:may gain this for me. At pre 
scot Lam in a balance that wavers, and how it. will 
finally vibrate is known only in heaven. 

My dear fellow youth, may you be happy in all your 
relations, and while you cheerfully defend the great fab- 
ric of human happiness, may you ever support the 
standard of this. rising Seminary, on which shall be 
represented science and virtue hand in hand. Let me 
solici. you ever to unite the pursuit of knowledge, with 
the practice of piety, Let me persuade ‘you to prepare 
to m&et with mein peace, inthe ‘great day of decision 
which shall try men’s souls.” 

i have wrilten a few scattered fragments as strength 
perinitted £ would write much, but time and strength 
both fail me, and Lmust drop my pen. Many of you } 
shall doubtless see no more clothed in mortality. I 
must affectionately bid you all adieu, and endeavor to 
repress my flowing tears and alleviate my painful sensi 
bility, by the hope, the cheering hope, the ardent hope 
that we all, “having washed ourrobes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb,” shall together particip 
ate in the sublime joys of immortal glory, where 

tk kness and sorrow, pain and death, 
re felt and fdear’d po mor e e 


“Z. CALDWELI 


DUELLING. 


We’ copy from the Christian Advotate an article on this sul 
ject, Containing a preamble and resolutions, which we recom 
mend to the careful perusal of ail those who wish well to thei: 
country. We have our doubts as to the constitutional right of 
the Congress of the United States to disqualify any man for of- 
fice under the control of the General Government, the Constitu- 
tion of the United States having prescribed the inaugural oath, 
as the only prerequisite to office. We would moc lestly enquire, how 
ever, and notaffirm, whether such power is or is not vested in 
the national Legislature, there is one thing certain, pubhe men are 
governed by popular opinion; and the sentiment should be inculca- 
ted among all class€s of society, asa fixec principle, that duelling 
is'a species of murder, dutrazeous in its character, and fatal in its 
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onscquences; & practice equally oppost d to man’s present ani 
eternalinterests. 


RESOLUTIONS AGAINST DUELLING. 

Atameeting of themale members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, in Steubenville, Ohio, March 12th, 1827, Rev. Ar- 
chibald Hawkins in the chair, George Brown secretary, the fo! 
lowing preamble and resolutions, in opposition to dueliing, wer 
adopted: by the whole of which, it will appear, that the meetin; 
not only deplored the existence of such adestructive practice it 
our land, but also felt an ardent desire to do something for its re 
moval. 

PREAMBLE. 

Among the many evils by which a’community can be afflicted 
the horrid practice of duelling, is surely not the least. He whois 
Jed to observe the fearful influence which the vices of the higher 
order of society have upon the morals of the lower, will certain), 
concur with usin the truth of this remark, 

Appeals to what has been falsely called the law of honour 
have not only made many children orplrans, and left many weep 
ing widows in our land, but have, in some instances, we believe, 
thrown the whole upon the mercy of an injured public, for pro- 
‘ection and support. Through thisinhuman method of vindic« 
ting insulted character, our country has been beprived of many of 
its brightest geniuses and fairest ornaments. Something ha 
been done by several of the states, to discountenance this Gothic 
this Vandal custom; but, hitherto, we have had no official act of 
Congress against it, nor shall we have, until Christians of every 
denomination unite in mermorializing our national legislature on 
this subject. Congress, though many of its members have been ad 
dicted to this vice, will doubtless enact the requisite laws against 
the practice of duelling, so soon asit shall plainly appear to b: 
the will of their constituents that they should do so. The prac- 
tice which we now deplore, and which we always have, and al 
waysshall deplore,is alike inconsistent with the genius of the 
Christian religion and the finest feelings of human nature: and 
shail the Christians of our land look on, with at least apparent in- 
difference, and see it sending the most distinguished of our citi- 
zens to an untimely grave, and make no effort to arrest its pro- 
gress? Surely they will, not-—thev will arise from their slumbers, 
an effort will be made, and God grant that the effort may succeed. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved, 1. That it is the sense of this meeting, that the prac 
tice of duellingisaltogether inconsistent with the genius of the 
C bristian religion, the finest feelings of human nature, and the bes! 
interests of our country. 


Joi 
fesolved,*2. Lhat we will not, in future, at any clectzon, give 

r suffrage to any man to fill any office in the national govern 
ment, wh. shall hereafter be concerned In cueiling, either asa 
combaliaal, second, or surgeon. 

Resolved. 3. Vhat we will prepare a memorial to lay before Con 
cress al its next session, pruying that honourable body to pass a 
law, by which all men who shall hereafter be concerned in duel 
ling, in any way either as combatant, second, or surgeon, shall be 
incapacitated to hold any office under the general government of 
the United States. 

Resolved: 4. That all the annual conferences of the Methodist E- 
piscypal church, together with our brethrenin the circuits and 
stations, as well as all our sister churches,in their official and 
congrégational capacities, in these United States, are hereby in- 
vited and most anxiously solicited to memorialize Congress on 
this important subject. 

Resolved. 5. That George Brown, Joseph Wampler, and Alex- 
der Sutherland, Esq be a committee to draft the memorial speci- 
fied in the third resolution, to be laid before Congress at its next 
session; that they obtain signatures, &c. 

Kesolved. 6. That the proceedings of this mecting be signed 
by the chairman and countersigned by the secretary, and sent to 
New-York, tobe published in the Christian Advocate. And we 
do hereby request all other editors friendly to our views, to give 
them an insertion. A. Hawkins, Chairman. 


Grorcr Brown, Sec’ry. 


MISSIONARY MEETING 


Agreeably to public notice, was held, on Wednesday 
evening the 7thinst. in New Ebenezer Church, South 
wark, the celebration of the Ebenezer, Methodist Mis 
sionary Society. 

The Rev. Joseph Lybrand (by special invitation pre 
viously given) took the chair, and John Whiteman act 
ed as secretary. 

The president, after a comprehensive and fervent 
prayer, stated in his usually concise and explicit man- 
ner, the object and order of the mecting. 

The Rev. J. Holdich then rose, and offered the fol- 
lowing resolation—That this Meeting recognize the 
cause of Missions as of Divine appointment, and there- 
fere cheerfully yield their aid and concurrence there 





25 
to;”” which was seconded by Doctor 'T. Sargent. 

After which the Rev. J. Chambers, of the Presbyic: 
ian Church, moved; “that this meeting, and especially 
the youth, be affection: ately solicited to be actively en 
gaged in furthering the cause of Missions,” he was se 
conded by the Rev. Samuel Mervin. 

The addresses of the Rev. Gentlemen on this occa 
sion were not only suitable, but satisfactory: not only 
animated, but impressive and effectual; the best evid 
ence of which is. the considerable addition of subscri 
bers on said evening, which it is believed would have 
been much larger were it not for the lateness of the 
hour. 

After the close of the public exercises, the members 
of the society elected the sixteen managers following, 
who are to continue in office for one year, 

William Nesbil, 

Robert Carson, Kendal $. Cropper, James Kelsh, 
William W. Pidgeon, Samuel Bayne, Mat. Ander- 
son, M. D. Daniel Jourman, Joseph S. Kite, David 
Kollick, John Whiteman, Joln Hicks, Ebenezer Crop- 
per, Charles Shaw, Themas Babington, Nathaniel 
Meilan. 

These Managers at the first meeting of their board 
elected for 

President, James Kelsh, 

Vice Prs’t. William W. Pidgeon, 

Treasurer, Samuel Bayne, 

Secretary, John Whiteman. 

Until very lately the members of this church have, 
with some exceptions, been merely lookers on the Mis- 
sionary zeal and proceedings of other parts of our church 
in this city, as evinced in the societies of old and young, 
male and female, in order to the extension of that Gos- 
pel among the red inhabitants of the forest, which has 
proved the power of God unto our common salvation, as 

hurch and people. 

Gut even now, it affords the most sincere pleasure and 
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jiappiness, lo be able to announce, that they have wak- 
ed up to the high importance of Missions, and to the 
duty which the word of God makes imperative in this 
point of view on all its subjects; and from present ap- 
pearances, asa Society, they have seized a large spark 
from the spiritual fire, which begets in its possessors that 
cenuine philanthropy so pre-eminently useful in christi- 
anizing and civilizing the sinning sons and daughters of 
(dam, and which | fire] must and will burn, until the 
law, as far a the Salvation of the human family is inter- 
ested, shall be fulfilled, and unti:l the whole earth shall 
he filled with the knowledge of God. 

It is also pleasing to add, that in helping forward the 
Chariot of the Gospel of the Son of God; the Ebenezer 
Missionary Society appears at present to be at least a- 
mong the most promising auxiliaries, which belong to 
the Parent Society located in this city, and the managers 
ardently hope and pray, that it may grow to become 
yet amore effectual helper in so good and so great a 
cause, a cause so preguant with everlasting results, & to 
the triune God the glory shal! be given for ever andever. 

The managers for themselves and the society, unani- - 
mously offer their respectful and affectionate thanks to 
the Rey. Josph Lybrand, their president for the even- 
ing, and in the same manner to the Rev. Samuel Mer- 
wia, Thomas Sargant, J. Chambers, J. Holdich for 
their very kind aud effectual services on that evening. 
Southwark, Philadelphia, March 13, £827. 































SANDWICH ISLANDS. 
LAHAINA. 

Schools.—On thie 26th October, a grand examination 
of schools took place. ‘They were 19 in number, con- 
(aining 922 scholars. More than 500 could read in the 
spelling-book, and 300 had mastered all the printed 
books in the language. The school of the young princes 
Nahienna was particularly-distincuished for its improve- 
ment. 
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**it consisted of an equal number of males and female 
36 in the whole. They entered the house, with ({y 
princes at their head, with as much order and regulayi 
ty, as the best regulated school in America would haye 
done. ‘Their government, their dress, and every thine 
about them, hadégo much the appearance of refinemen: 
that all present felt, for the time, that they were in cis 
ilized society. 'T he y were examined in all the print 
books of the language, and also in a manuscript 
lation of a Tahitian catechism on scripture names 
ing the whole of the examination there was only o 
word missed. 

The scholars also repeated the printed lessons, & 
catechisins and several hymns, which they had com 
mitted to memory. 

Since the exawination, additions have been made to 
the old schools, vnd new ones have been established, til! 
they may probably amount to 1400 scholars. Schools 
have also mceveased in other parts of the Island; prob 
ably the total number exceed- 3008, 

MOKOKAL AND RAYNI. 


1 
ya. 
A 


‘These Islands have received their portion of books 
mid teachers; aud probably the number of learners is 
not less than 1000.- Missionary Herald. 


Humility.—Humitity has been justiy called the 
daughter of faith aud the mother of contentment; it isa 
radical grace, out of which grows the sweet fraiis of 
ucekness, patience, love, charity, forbearance, and con 
fatmehts it is the only favourable soil for the culture of 
every Christian grace; humility empties a man of sell- 
conceit, and produces that charity which empties of self- 
leves itis the vetl with which the rich attire of a Chris- 
tian ought to be covered. Humility enables a man to 
receive as truth all that is contained in the sacred volume; 
it promotes prayer and thankiulness, and enables all 
who are in affliction to say, “It is the Lord, let him do 
what seemeth him good.” The benefits to be derived 
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‘rom this inestimable grace are numerous: it supports 
in affliction. it produces patience, it is well pleasing to 
frod, who hates and resists ls opponent pride, against 
which sin all the perfectious of God are se‘ in battle ar- 
ray. Huinility veeserves from the snares of Satan; 
keeps us low in our ows estimations it.reminds us frem 
whom we have received our every talent, and makes.us 
anxious to devote ourselves to Himefrom whom cometh 
every good and perfect elt. ‘The means to obtain this 
desirable erace 1s to reflect on anderdeavour to realize 
the majesiy cad purity of Jehovah, and eoutrast with it 
our own meanacss.and guili, aud Lo compare ourseives 
with holy men of old, the patriarchs, prophets, and a- 
postles: and surely we must thea acknowledge ourselves 
io be but dwarfs in comparison: of them, for they were 
as giants in every desirable grace and attainment, 
Think also.often of your danger, from the strength of 
your various and powerful foes: and, above all, meditate 

on the method God has used for your salvation ‘*He 
so loved the rortd as to give his only begotten Son, 
who, though rich, for our sakés became poor;”” he hum- 
bled himself, that we might be exalted; he died, that 
we might live for ever. Here learn humility. 

Merely heart-evils are so provoking to God, that for 
them he rejects with indignation all the duties that 
some men perform unto him. ‘He that killeth an OX, 
isas ifhe slewaman; he that sacrificeth a lamb, as if 
he cut off a dog’s neck; he that offereth an oblation, as 
if he offered swine’s blood he that burneth incense, as 
if he blessed an idol.” In what words could the abhor- 
rence of a creaiure’s actions be more fally expressed by 
the holy God? Murder and idolatry are not more vile 
in his account, than sacrifices, though materially such 
as himself appointed. And what made their sacrifices 
so vile? The following words inform us: ‘“Their soul 
delighteth in their abomination.’ 

Snch is the vileness of mere heart-sins, that the scrip- 
lures sometimes intimate the ‘difficulty of pardon for 
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them. ‘he heart ef Simon Magus was not right, he 
had base thoughts of God, and of the things of God: the 
apostle bade him ‘‘repent and pray, if perhaps the 
thoughts of his heart might be forgiven kim.” O then 
never slight heart evils! for by these God is highly 
wronged and provoked. For this reason. let every 
Christian make it his work, to keep his heart with all 
diligence. 
By the Governor of the State of Maine. 
A PROCLAMATION. 

For a Day of Puplic Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer, 

By advice of the Council, and in compliance witha 
venerated usage, I appoint Thursday, the 5th day of 
April next, for humiliation, fasting and prayer. 

I recommend to each citizen to observe theday as a 
christian;—if he be under the influence of any vice, to 
banish it—ifin error to correct it—if under obligations 
to others honestly to discharge them; if suffering injuries 
to forgive them—if aware of animosities, to extingnish 
them—and if able to do any benevolent act to any be 
ing created by the Almighty Power, to which he owes 
his existence and his faculties, to do it. 

And with a conscience thus prepared, may we visi! 
the ‘Temple of God, to worshp Him with that humble 
and happy disposition which always belong to piety 
and innocence, besceching Him that the religion he seut 
by our Saviour, may not be perverted through the pride 
and prejudices of sectarism but may universally receive 
the homage of a correct faith and Good Works. 


A man may go with a heedless spirit from ordinance to ordin- 
ance, abide all his days under the choicest teaching, and yet nev- 
er be improved by them; for heart-neglect is a leak in the bo! 
tom, no heavenly influences, however rich, abide, in that sou! 
When the seed falls upon the heart that lies open and common 
like the highway, free for all passengers; the fowls come, an 
devour it. 





a 


To Correspondents —“A Mexruopisr’”’ has been received, an 
will appear next week. 








